April Newsletter
April is the peak of the FRC season for
Team 195, and this year was no exception.
Starting off the month with the Hartford Competition, Team
195 had a strong showing at their 2nd district event. Going
undefeated in qualification rounds and earning rank 1, Team
177 joined 195 as their first pick for the alliance rounds. Team
7153 returned to the CyberKnights alliance after winning the
Southern Connecticut district event together as a 3rd pick once
again. The alliance stormed through the elimination rounds,
going undefeated
throughout the entire
competition and
winning the final
match with a score of
519 to 237. Along with
the banner for victory,
the team was awarded
the Excellence in Engineering award.
With only a few days to celebrate, the
team moved onto the District Championships
with 63 other teams. The competition was
much more stiff at this competition compared
to the other district events, but the knights
prevailed. Even with a touch match schedule,
going up against many top New England
teams, 195 held onto a perfect 4.0 ranking
point average through the first 10 matches.
On the final day, the team lost their first
match of the competition, going up against
three of the strongest teams in New England.
The team ended qualification rounds at rank 1
with an average rankings point score of 3.66.

During alliance selection the following day, the CyberKnights picked team 319,
Big Bad Bob, and 5846, SouthCoast Corsairs, forming the #1 seeded alliance. Although
the competition was tougher, the alliance came out victorious with 6 swift wins,
giving 195 their 3rd competition win of the year, and a 4th straight New England
District Championship victory. The team also won the Industrial Design Award.

Before the team made the 12 hour trip to the World
Championships in Detroit, the team attended a local Spelling
Bee. The team did a robot demonstration for everyone at the
spelling bee.
With the spelling bee past, everyone had their sights on the
World Championships: specifically the Curie division. The team
arrived late Tuesday night, giving everyone a good night’s rest
before the competition. On
Wednesday, some of the team
members took a visit to the Henry Ford Museum,
along with other teams, to see all of the cool objects
and activities that were there. The team moved on,
got back to the hotel rooms, had dinner, and
prepared for the first day of competition.

Day 1 of the Championship was a bit of a struggle for
195. Coming off of winning the New England District
Championships with only 1 loss, the team lost 2 matches on
the first day, winning the other 3, ending the day at a decent
ranking of 19th place. After some analysis of the video
footage, the team found an
issue with the robot and
corrected it for day 2, where
the team gathered 4 ranking
points in all 5 of their
remaining matches. This
brought the team up to rank
2 heading into the alliance
selection the following day.
195 joined 3707, the Brighton TechnoDogs, on the
rank 1 alliance, and later picked up 333, Megalodons, and
70, More Martians. Sweeping both the quarterfinal and
semifinal rounds without dropping a game, it all came
down to the finals against the 2nd seeded alliance.
Dropping the first match, the alliance regrouped and
formulated a new plan in an attempt to reverse sweep
and make it to Einstein: and that they did.

With a Curie banner added to the
collection, the team moved onto Einstein,
where everyone on the alliance
performed to their best capabilities.
During the round robin, the alliance
ended up with a record of 3-2, which was
a 4 way tie in win loss ratio with 3 other
alliances. However, the team landed in
4th place of the 4 way tie due to less
climb points than the other alliances
with a 3-2 record. Thus, the CyberKnight’s Einstein run was put to an end.
Team 195 had a spectacular
competition season, with an overall win
loss ratio of 68-8, 3 awards, and 4 blue
banners. For the 3rd time in 195 history and
the 2nd time in the past 3 years, the team
made it to Einstein. When the team arrived
back in Southington early on in the
morning, everyone celebrated the success
of this year’s season. With the main season
behind, the team ended off April with
heads high, looking forward at the
offseason competitions.

